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Much has changed in the boating community, 
many marinas have completely rebuilt their 
docks, changed dock configurations and 
numbering, added amenities, or changed 
booking procedures. Some marinas 
are currently in the planning stage for 
improvements to start in 2024. 

Each year the Waggoner Editors and 
volunteer Waggoner Field Correspondents 
spend the summer months gathering all 
the changes at marinas and anchorages that 
are so important for boaters to have at their 
fingertips. Hundreds of updates are gathered 
each year, and that’s equally true for the 2024 
edition of the Waggoner Cruising Guide.

2024 marks the 30th Anniversary of 
the Waggoner Cruising Guide. You will 
find special markers throughout the guide 
celebrating this milestone. Many of our 
advertisers are celebrating with us by 
including the special 30th Anniversary 
Marker for Waggoner within their ad.

The chosen 2024 Waggoner theme also 
reflects our 30th Anniversary.

Here are a few of the exciting new additions to 
the 2024 Waggoner:

2024 Theme - Milestones in Northwest 
Boating
• 12 articles reflecting 
how boating has 
changed over 
the years.

• Articles are located 
throughout various 
chapters of the 2024 
Waggoner Guide.

Destinations & Places to Go
• A number of marinas 
in BC have installed 
new floats in all 
new configurations 
with revised dock 
and slip numbering and lettering.

• Several marinas in Washington State 
have built new 
breakwaters and added 
guest moorage.

• You will find 
additional anchorages 
in the 2024 Waggoner 
Guide. With the 
help of our more adventuresome 
Field Correspondents, we have added 
helpful descriptions of previously 
undocumented anchorages.

Maps & Dock Diagrams
• 45 Enhanced/New 
Maps for 2024

• 28 Updated 
Maps for 2024

• Additional hiking 
trails have been added

• Over 300 Maps in 
the 2024 Edition
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Inside Passage - Bear Viewing
• A new Sidebar 
listing and 
summarizing 10 Bear 
Viewing Sites and 
Opportunities along 
the Inside Passage. Some Require 
Permits while other are Open.

• Portland Inlet and the the special 
Khuzeymateen Inlet 
are now described in 
sufficient detail to 
facilitate visiting the 
Khutzeymateen 
Conservancy 
(K'tzim-a-deen 
Grizzly Sanctuary) and its bear viewing 
opportunities.

Updates Throughout Each Chapter
• Marina reservation procedures, contact 
information, amenities & services, and 
where to find your assigned moorage 
space are all kept current and up-to-date

• Liability insurance requirements 
for guest moorage updated 

• Southern Resident Killer 
Whales, new regulations

• Gulf Island's Winery with dock access
• BC Discharge practices and pumpout sites
• 100’s of Updates for the waters of 
Washington, British Columbia, 
and Southeast Alaska

West Coast Vancouver Island
• All areas were 
visited and 
researched with the 
very latest on parks, 
anchorages, villages, 
and tribal matters.

• Updates to 
Tofino, Ucluelet, 
and Bamfield

• SRKW regulations 

NOAA & CHS Charts
• The latest on NOAA 
and CHS Charts 
& Chartplotters

• NOAA and CHS 
Raster Charts Status

• Legacy and Re-Schemed 
ENC Charts

• Revised Timeline

U.S. and Canadian Customs
• Updated BC Points of Entry 
and US Points of Entry

• CBP Roche Harbor Changes
• ArriveCAN Status & Plans

Edifying Sidebar Tips
• Towing Another Vessel
• Bear Viewing Sites listed
• Listing of Fuel Docks on the Inside 
Passage by geographic region.
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Distances (nm) 
(Approximate, for planning)

Port Hardy to Winter Cove—80
Winter Cove to Walters Cove—53
Walters Cove to Tahsis—45
Tahsis to Friendly Cove—20
Friendly Cove to Hot Springs Cove—28
Hot Springs Cove to Tofino—27
Tofino to Ucluelet—30
Tofino to Bamfield—43
Ucluelet to Port Alberni—43
Bamfield to Port Renfrew—44
Port Renfrew to Sooke—36
Sooke to Victoria—14
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National Weather Service
• New, near-shore Gulf 
of Alaska Weather 
Forecast Zones

• Separate Offshore 
Forecast Zones 

Entertaining Sidebar Vignettes
• Cosmetic Mirror, What 
Could Go Wrong?

• Nautical Slang - Common Expressions

Cellular, Satellite, and Internet
• Re-written by 
local expert, Doug 
Miller owner of 
Onboard Wireless

• Latest Starlink 
equipment and 
service plans

• Starlink competitors 
on the horizon

• SOS, EPIRB, PLB, 
MOD and other 
emergency devices 

Readability and Ease of Use
• Shaded Header Titles for Water Areas
• Helpful Geographic Context

Glacier Bay National Park
• 2024 will see a 
numer of changes 
in permitting and 
regulations for private 
recreational boats 
visiting Glacier Bay 
National Park.

• Private boat permit 
application process 
has changed 

• Permit stay 
period shortened by 2 days

Reference Pages, end of the book
• Contact phone 
numbers

• VHF Radio Channels
• Speed Limit & 
No-Wake Zones

• Fuel Docks by area
• BC Pumpout Stations
• Index pages
• Advertiser Index

• Bear Viewing Guide
• Map and descriptions to 10 bear 
viewing sites on the Inside Passage

• Kermode 
(Spirit Bear) 
information 
and guide 
resource
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CELLULAR, INTERNET & SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS

5G/LTE Cellular. Virtually everyone owns 
a cell phone and while making phone calls is 
the primary use, using the phone for email, 
web, online apps, or setting it up to be a 
personal hotspot is very useful when you are 
on the water. 

As you cruise to more remote areas, having 
a dedicated 4G or 5G cellular-based high-
speed router coupled with high-gain antennas 
helps to bring in distant cell signals and 
provides an onboard Wi-Fi access point to 
keep all your devices connected. Companies 
such as Peplink have solutions specifically 
built for use on boats. 

Another option is to install a cell booster 
also known as a cellular amplifier from 
companies such as weBoost or SureCall, 
which can amplify your cell phone signal and 
allow you to boost an unusable cell signal to 
enough bars to make a phone call. Cellular 
amplifiers are a good addition when cruising 
north of Campbell River and Desolation 
Sound. From Campbell River north, there are 
fewer cell towers, and the distances between 
them are much greater. 

Cellular signals emitting from the towers 
are powerful, but the return signals from your 
phone are relatively weak. A cell amplifier’s 
main advantage is in boosting the signal from 
your phone so that the distant cell tower can 
“hear” your phone. The best amplifiers have 
an external antenna. Be sure the amplifier 
supports the frequencies used by your 
phone and your carriers for your planned 
cruising area. It is also essential to follow 
the manufacturer’s guidance on antenna 
installation, otherwise a cellular amplifier will 
not work. 

Boaters in the past have installed both a cell 
booster for phones and a cellular router for 
data devices, but with Wi-Fi calling supported 
on all modern phones and carriers, a good 
cellular router with a well-placed external 
antenna or Starlink can provide coverage 
for both phone calls and data applications, 
negating the need for a cell booster. 

Cruise ships have a predictable effect 
on cell service. In remote areas north of 
Campbell River and especially in Southeast 
Alaska, cell phone service is noticeably 
degraded when a cruise ship or two are in 
the cell tower area. These remote cell systems, 
sized to limited cellular demand, are often 
swamped by the thousands of devices in the 
hands of cruise ship passengers. The same can 
be said for popular anchorages such as the 
Prideaux Haven area in Desolation Sound. 
You may find you have a decent signal but 
no connectivity due to the local cell towers 
not having enough capacity to serve all the 
various cellular devices trying to connect to 
the tower. This is especially true if you have a 
US cell plan, as domestic users have priority 
over roaming US users. For this reason, it may 
make sense to purchase a local data plan when 
cruising across the border if you are relying 
solely on cellular communications.

Cellular devices require a cell plan and a 
SIM card (or eSIM). If you have a separate 
cellular router or hotspot, it will require its 
own plan. Be sure to check with your cell 
carrier for device compatibility as well as 
things like areas of coverage, data limits, 
and roaming. Cellular providers have a 
range of plans at reasonable rates often with 
unlimited voice and data that include cross-
border roaming. Today’s cellular data speeds 

Want to stay connected while 
cruising in the Pacific Northwest?

Find out how from the connectivity 
specialists at Onboard Wireless.

OnboardWireless.com
206-486-0116

are good and service is very reliable, although 
you do need to be within 10-20 miles of a 
cell tower. If you are on one of the newer rate 
plans, cellular is a cost-effective way to handle 
your voice, messaging, and internet needs 
while cruising all of the Northwest waters. 
Be sure you have a cell plan which includes 
roaming; if you don’t, you may be shocked 
when you get the bill or find you have no cell 
service when you cross the border. 
• In Washington, B.C. and SE Alaska 
waters, cruisers have a number of cellular 
providers to choose from, all with excellent 
voice, messaging, and data service. All 
of the Washington waters, except the 
western half of Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
have excellent cellular coverage. 

• Telus, Rogers, and Bell operate in 
B.C. with voice, text messaging, and 
data coverage. Coverage is complete 
from the U.S. border to Campbell 
River/ Desolation Sound on the north. 
There is no coverage in Jervis Inlet 
and spotty in mountainous areas. 

• From Campbell River/Desolation Sound 
to Port McNeill, cellular coverage is 
fairly good with coverage on most of 
Johnstone Strait. There is spotty to no 
coverage in the passages and inlets off of 
the Strait. Coverage between Campbell 
River and Port McNeill on Johnstone 
Strait keeps getting better each season. 

• Cellular towers high atop mountains near 
Port McNeill and Port Hardy provide 
coverage in much of Queen Charlotte 
Strait, and the edge of the Broughtons. 
We have had cell coverage almost to 
Cape Caution, but don't expect to get 
coverage within the Broughtons. 

• Between Port Hardy and Prince Rupert, 
cell coverage is limited to the area around 
the towns of Bella Bella/Shearwater, 
Klemtu, Hartley Bay, Kitimat, and Bella 
Coola. The area around Prince Rupert 
has good cell coverage that continues 
north to the U.S. border in Dixon 
Entrance, where U.S. cell service begins. 

• Haida Gwaii has cell coverage in and 
around the cities of Daajing Giids (Queen 
Charlotte), Sandspit, and Masset. 

• West Coast of Vancouver Island has 
coverage from outside of Nootka 
Sound south to and including Barkley 
Sound. Alberni Inlet has coverage 
in some areas. There is coverage in 
Quatsino Sound in the north. 

• Southeast Alaska coverage begins in 
Dixon entrance near Cape Fox but is 
spotty until you pass the entrance to 
Behm Canal on your way to Ketchikan. 
Four major U.S. cellular carriers - AT&T, 
Verizon, and GCI - provide voice, data, 
and messaging coverage in and around 
populated areas in Southeast Alaska. 
Check with your cellular provider 
for coverage in Southeast Alaska. 

For a map of cell tower locations, go to 
cellmapper.net.
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Waggoner name 

In 1584 the Dutch pilot Lucas Janszoon 
Waghenaer published a volume of navigation 
principles, tables, charts, and sailing 
directions, which served as a guide for other 
such books for the next 200 years. These 
“Waggoners,” as they came to be known, 
were very popular; and in 1588, an English 
translation of the original book was made. 
During the next 30 years, 24 editions of the 
book were published in Dutch, German, 
Latin, and English. Other authors followed 
the example set by Waghenaer. Soon, 
American, British, and French navigators had 
Waggoners for most of the waters they sailed.

Today’s Waggoner (pronounced wag-on-
er), in honor of the Dutch pilot, is proud to 
carry on the respected tradition of providing 
first-hand knowledge, reference maps, and 
information to help mariners get the most out 
of their recreational boating adventures in the 
Pacific Northwest.

Lucas was not only an expert cartographer, 
he was also an experienced pilot. He sailed 
the seas as a chief officer between 1550 and 
1579. His years of sailing experience and 
contacts with harbour officials and seamen, 
provided the impetus for his chart making. 
The Dutch were the foremost European 
hydrographers and cartographers of the day. 
Lucas Waghenaer played a major role in the 
early development of Dutch nautical chart-
making and was one of the founding fathers 
of the North Holland School. After his 
seafaring adventurers, he worked in the port 
of Enkhuizen as collector of maritime dues; it 
was here that he passed away in 1606.

Waghenaer’s published text was based on 
traditional navigation, but his charts added 
an important component, which created the 
world’s first published pilot guide. His charts 
showed coastal panoramas and land profiles 
as viewed from the sea. Compass intersections 
were used to plot prominent coastal 
features. Although some of these features 
were exaggerated, his charts were primarily 
intended for approaches to important 
harbours.

Waghenaer’s first publication, Spieghel der 
zeevaerdt (Mariner’s Mirror), appeared in 
1584, which was a combination of nautical 
charts, sailing directions, and instruction for 
navigation on the western and north-western 
coastal waters of Europe; it was the first of its 
kind in the history of nautical cartography. 

Waghenaer’s publications have withstood 
the test of time as a model for marine 
guidebooks with instructions, chartletts, 
and piloting tips. We hope you enjoy the 
annually updated Waggoner Cruising Guide, 
published by Fine Edge Nautical Publishing 
based in Anacortes, Washington.

It is inconclusive or unknown if any of 
Waghenaer’s publications included advertising 
to defray his costs of printing and publication. 
It is noted that he died in apparent poverty, 
and that the municipal authorities extended 
his pension a year longer for his widow.
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Our cover photo features Reid Harbor on 
Stuart Island, with protected anchorage, many 
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camping, hiking and access to British Columbia.
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